
Teaching Platform MATERIAL WORKSHOP
Annex 3: Project Overview of the Chair

CASTING
Workshop at the Sitterwerk St. 
Gallen
Inversion of casting process - from 
the positive to the negative spatial 
form.
Seminarweek 2008

PLASTER
Workshop at the Sitterwerk St. 
Gallen. Cooperation with Bijoy Jain, 
Ruedi Krebs and Sitterwerk.
Studies of different traditional te-
chiques of plaster.
Summerschool 2010

RECIPROCAL FRAMEWORKS
Workshop on the relations of struc-
ture and architectural form.
Seminarweek 2009

PLASTER
Workshop that focussed on different 
techniques of plaster, the related 
material composition and resulting 
architectural expression.
Seminarweek 2009

RECIPROCAL FRAMEWORKS
Research on historical wood const-
ructions and their potential for cont-
emporary building was transferred to 
teaching.
Optional course and subsequent 
thesis project, 2010 – 2012.
Innovedum Focus project
2010 – 2012

COMPRESSED EARTH
Building of a compressed earth wall 
with arched alcoves.
Optional course and related thesis 
project, 2012

COMPRESSED EARTH
Building of compressed pre-fab 
earth vaults. Optional course 
and subsequent thesis project, 
2013/2014.
Innovedum Focus project 2014

DRY MASONRY
Workshop in Ticino 
Studies of local Swiss dry masonry 
techniques and buildings. Construc-
tion of several walls
Seminarweek 2014

STUCCO
Workshop at the Sitterwerk St. Gal-
len. Study of traditional and contem-
porary forms of stucco. Full-scale 
application in a workshop shed.
Seminarweek Spring 2015
currently in progress

These projects reflect the aim of the Chair Prof. Spiro to study traditional building materials and techniques and pos-
sible forms of employment in contemporary architectural practice. Their extensive process record of images, plans 
and films will be fed into the database and shall serve as an inicial source of knowledge and inspiration. Physical 
samples will be exposed in the ETH Material Collection.


